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FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

 "One generation shall commend your works to  
another, and shall declare your mighty acts".   

Psalm 145:4 
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Pastor’s Report 2025 
 

"One generation shall commend your works to  
another, and shall declare your mighty acts".   

Psalm 145:4 
My Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

“From generation to generation….” and thank God for every one of the generations which have shaped 
who we are as a people of God at St. John’s.  
 

Every time and people have contributed in remarkable ways to the furtherance of the Gospel in our lit-
tle corner of the world.  
 

This past year, the real highlight for me was having the awesome privilege of celebrating 130 years as a 
congregation. What a joy it was to celebrate:  
 The unwavering presence of our Jesus who is the same today, tomorrow and forever (Hebrews 1). 

Apart from Him we have no foundation and no purpose. 
 The people of God from the past who declared the might work of Jesus through their lives and min-

istry… How blessed this congregation has been to have “such a cloud of witnesses” over the years. 
Such remarkable and gifted saints who have shaped who we are  to this day.   

 And for ALL OF YOU… the present people of God who so passionately worship, learn, lead and 
love.  

 

Thank for being you! Thank you for another great year of ministry together. Reflecting on this past year 
helped me to see all that we, in the Holy Spirit’s power, have been able to accomplish.  
 

Here are a few highlights  
 our first ever meat Raffle….  
 An Amazing trip to New Orleans with 19 folks for the National Youth Gathering 
 A special forum supporting Anthony Martino’s enrollment in the Special Ministry Pastor program at 

St. Louis. 
 Our first ever Mental Health Awareness Seminar 
 The beginning of Stephen Ministry at St. John’s (Thanks to Kim Martino and George Bushey for all 

the work thy are putting into the program).  
 The completion of our BEAUTIFUL HISTORY ROOM 
 New Ministry opportunities at Perrigan’s Landing with Clif Lee  
 And as I mentioned an Amazing 130th Anniversary Worship and Celebration at Ripa’s! 
 

What an amazing year this has been!  How blessed we are tonight to take a few moments to stop… to 
reflect… and to celebrate another year of “Grace and goodness.” 
 

May God continue in and through us as we carry forward the legacy of faith within these walls and be-
yond!!! 
 
With you in Service, 
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2025 Congregational Report 
Throughout 2025, we were excited to support our education ministry while also 

celebrating the rich legacy of St. John’s. 
 

Celebrating Our Legacy 
May – The history room was completed. 
June – A celebration committee was formed. 
October – 130th Anniversary Celebration of St. John’s. 
October – 60th Anniversary of the Radio Ministry. 
Still to come – Completion and donation of a memory book for the history room. 
 

Lutheran Youth Convention 
February – Prior convention attendees shared their experiences with the congregation. 
March – A successful meat raffle was held, raising funds to support youth travel expenses. 
July – Eighteen youth and chaperones attended the 2025 Lutheran Youth Convention. 
 

Specialized Ministry Pastor Program 
February – Tony Martino shared his interest in the Specialized Ministry Pastor Program. 
March – St. John’s held a special election and voted to support Tony in this process. 
April – Tony’s application was submitted. 
November – Tony was accepted into the program. 
 

Stephen  Ministry 
April – Approval was received for the 2025 grant application to implement Stephen Minis-

try at St. John’s. 
June – An informational meeting was held, and training was incorporated into the educa-

tion ministries program. 
October – Training commenced. 
Still to come – Additional training and care opportunities will be offered. 
 
 

We give thanks to all who faithfully served in 2025 through our ministries, including elders, 
council members, and volunteers. Your time, talents, and contributions have been a blessing 

and made 2025 a successful year of ministry. 
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Elder’s Report 2025 
 

I am sure all the elders would feel the same when I say, “It has been a privilege to serve our 
church in 2025.” It has been our goal to provide a meaningful and Christ centered worship experience 
for our congregation and the surrounding community.  This year we continued with “The St. John’s 
Style Of Worship”.  Thanks be to God and the power of the Holy Spirit which gave us the guidance 
and ability to succeed. Our Radio Ministry has played a significant role in our outreach to spread 
God’s Word.   We have been very blessed and express many thanks to all those involved in the Radio 
ministry this past year. Special thanks to Jim Kless who coordinated our extraordinary commentators, 
Johnny Sabadasz, Darlene Schwenk, Suzanne Sabadasz, John Gauthier and Karen Dowdall.  We also 
want to thank Pastor for the continuous efforts that keep improving our broadcast every week.  If you 
haven’t seen it lately, you should visit our website and see the fantastic improvements that have been 
made.   

Many thanks are due to our various Deacons; we were able to visit our members again and 
grow our Deacon program.  Great thanks to them who took time to visit those unable to be with us 
week after week. These dedicated servants are filled with compassion and with humility as they serve 
their brothers and sister in the name of Jesus.   

The Board also wishes to thank Camden Church, RJ Neiman, Dylan Lumb and the Praise Band 
for their dedication and commitment to providing Christ centered music as we worship our Jesus. We 
were very blessed to have the Choir & Praise Band providing us with inspiring music. The Saturday 
service has also been enhanced with the recorded hymns being played on the new organ, special 
thanks to Camden. Special thanks also to Joe Momot who selflessly stepped in to play the organ for 
us whenever we needed it. This has been a very exciting time for us as we have been benefitting from 
the continued advancements with the Choir and the Praise Band. We are truly blessed to have such 
talented musicians and singers in our midst. Just a side note, we are still in need of all musicians and 
Choir members for anyone who might be interested.  

To Tom Bluhm and all the others who assisted in the collection and distribution of food goods 
to local pantries and to Betty Cavaleri and the members of the Altar Guild, for their reverent care of 
our Lord’s Altar and the gifts he gives to us in the Sacrament.   

The members of our board have worked diligently to achieve our goals.  We are so grateful for 
all of the works those faithful servants have done at St. John’s and beyond.  As we move forward, we 
can see God’s hand at work helping and guiding us to continue what those have started.   

 In the upcoming year, we will have 2 new members to the board returning member Tom 
Stutzman and Rob Redenbach. We will also be utilizing alternate Elder’s to assist the board this 
upcoming year, Leslie Maciejewski, and Jackie Krabel agreed to join us in serving the Lord. We look 
forward to continued work in worship and the spiritual wellbeing of St. John’s, we look forward to the 
wonderful opportunities of growth that God will provide and we are excited for the opportunities that 
are ahead of us.  

 On behalf of the Board of Elders’ thank you!  We ask for your continued prayers and support 
as we continue in the Lord’s Work here at St. John’s and beyond! Thanks be to God.  

 
Respectfully,  
Rod Lorenz, Chairman  
Betty Cavaleri, Bob Plewik , Steve Plewik, Karen Dowdall, John Fragale, Jim Kless, Amy Krupa, John 
Gauthier , Barb Perry, John Preston and Ken Schabert  
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Shepherds Staff Report 2025 
 
The mission of Shepherd's Staff is to support and encourage one another in our Christian faith, both 
within the church and the community. The two main initiatives are hospitality and outreach.  
Hospitality:  This is demonstrated through the various receptions we offer such as funeral lunches, 
annual dinner, Veteran's Day, greeting card ministry and collaboration with the communion deacons 
to provide shut-in support. 
Outreach:  This includes care to families in crisis, such as providing meals, gift cards to member fam-
ilies with unexpected setbacks, support within our community such as the Christmas Giving Tree 
and the Tri-Community Pantry and to Lutheran Churches in the area as well as the Depew Commu-
nity including seniors. 
2025 Highlights: 
* There  were two funeral receptions 
* Annual Congregational Dinner - 74 dinners served. Pastor Galen made a delicious turkey dinner 
and the youth helped out and served refreshments, salad, deserts and clean-up  
* Provided shut-in gifts and cards for Easter, Fall and Christmas to whom we were able to visit. As 
the shut-in list is ever changing (recipients and addresses) we could use an update again  
* Easter, Pentecost Geraniums and Christmas flowers for sale as well as Flower sale run by Lois 
Will for recipient Jackie M.  
* Pastor Galen purchased a 3 burner BUNN Coffee maker for the church kitchen. Thank you Pastor 
Galen. We really appreciate it! 
* Veterans Day Service reception. Shepherd Staff kitchen ladies served refreshments and baked 
goods for approximately 30 people 
* Depew Community Center Care and Share Corner that Maggie Quinn has started. Shampoo, tooth 
paste, band aids, toiletries, etc.  A big thank you to Helena Geisen for bringing it to our awareness 
and for donations! 
* Thanksgiving Meals for 2 families in the Depew community 
* Christmas Meals for 2 families in the Depew community 
* Christmas Giving Tree for 20 kids and also some seniors in the Depew community. Jen Anthony 
from Youth and Family Ministry did a phenomenal job with this! Thank you so much Jen. My hus-
band Tom and I delivered the gifts  
and gift cards to the Depew Community Center.  A big shout out to Maggie Quinn from Depew 
Community Center 
Thank you to everyone who gave their time, money and donations to those in need. I really appreci-
ate every one of you. I am so amazed at how giving our church members truly are! Thank you to 
Helena Geisen, Jackie Kraebel, Ceil Rowell, Carol Coffed, Nancy Sweeney, Betty Cavaleri, Mike 
Brown, Lois Will, Jen Anthony, Melissa Dietz-Schall and of course Pastor Galen Purpura for all of 
your guidance and helpfulness this past year. I look forward to learning, growing and serving in Saint 
John's Lutheran Church in 2026. I pray for God's guidance in this church, the Shepherd's Staff and in 
my life. 
 
To God Be The Glory! 
Rae Carier - 2025 Shepherd' Staff Chairperson 
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Youth & Family Ministry 2025 Annual Report  
The Youth & Family Ministry Program would like to thank the people of St. John’s for its continued sup-
port, especially this year as you prayerfully and financially supported the youth in their trip to the LCMS 

gathering. The Youth continue to assist with Sunday Holy Grounds throughout the year.   
A brief summary of 2025’s events and gatherings: 

January: 
Youth participated in ice skating and dinner at the Keohane’s 
February: 
The Congregational annual dinner was held in the church hall.  The youth assisted with service of food and 
drinks and cleanup. 
March: 
The meat raffle and basket raffle was held at Grapevine to raise funds for the youth trip to New Orleans and 
was a great success.  Approximately $16,000 was raised. 
April: 
Easter Egg Hunt and Palm Cross making.  The youth assisted with filling and hiding the eggs. The youth al-
so assisted with hanging and taking down the butterflies in the sanctuary 
May: 
8 youth attended Camp Pioneer for a spring retreat and assisted with plant sale unloading. 
June: 
The youth enjoyed a day trip to Darien Lake. 
July: 
The LCMS New Orleans Gathering was a great success with many memories made for both the youth and 
adult chaperones.  The next gathering is in 2028.  The 130th anniversary committee started meeting to plan 
the celebration luncheon. 
August: 
The congregational summer picnic was held at Firemen’s Park to a turnout of approximately 60 people at 
this new venue. 
September: 
Youth enjoyed a trip to Sky High Adventure Park in Ellicottville  
October: 
Youth enjoyed a trip to the Haunted Forest. 
The 130th anniversary celebration was held.  It included a service led by Pastors Purpura and Blackwell 
and a luncheon at Ripa’s Restaurant. 
November: 
Youth lock-in and bowling 
December: 
Youth and Family church outing at Wehrle Golf Dome. 
Youth group Christmas party was held at Cheektowaga Country Club for mini golf and arcade games.   
We collected gifts and gift cards for Christmas gifts for underprivileged youth and seniors by Maggie Quinn 
at Depew Community Center 
 
Prayerfully submitted, 
Jen Anthony 
Youth & Family Ministry Chair 
jjen16@aol.com/716-812-3744 
 
Dana Besch 
Youth Director 
danabesch@gmail.com/716-523-3262 
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Board of Education 2025 Annual Report  
January - December 2025 Year in Review 

 

The BLAST Spring Mission kicked off in March gathering donations for Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). 
Thank you to Mike, Larry, Pastor and Tony for delivering items collected and for prepping wood and 
assembling pieces for the beds. 
 

A Family Service was held on March 23. Children in grades 3 and up helped with greeting, collection of 
offerings, reading, and acolyting during the 8:30am and 11:15am services. Children sang Lent/Spring songs 
during the 11:15am service. Thank you to all the teachers, Beth, Pastor, and everyone that helped. 
 

The BLAST 2024/25 Year Closing was held on June 8th and included games, crafts, attendance awards 
and health snacks and drinks for parents, children, and teachers.  
 

The Youth (grades 6-12+) met regularly throughout the year and had an average class size of 20-30+. 
Thank you to Dana, Kaylin, Tony, and Nick for leading this group.  
 

SimpleChurch communication with parents was used to send messages for BLAST. BLAST newsletters 
were provided for teachers and families.  
 

Incorporated more weeks to build on our Children’s Music Program. 
 

An LCES grant application for Stephens Ministry was submitted and received in June. Thank you to Jamie, 
Melissa, Mike, and Pastor for the assistance with the submittal. An information meeting was held in 
November. We currently have one congregational member registered to take the Steven Ministry 
Leadership Training and several members interested in becoming trained as Steven Ministers. 
BLAST 2025/26 Year kicked off on September 7th. We received registrations for 34 children grades Pre K 
through 8th grade on opening day. 
 

The BLAST Fall/Winter Mission kicked off in mid-November gathering donations for Compassion 
International. The children raised $280 which was donated to the organization. 
 

A Family Service was held on November 16. Children in grades 3 and up helped with service responsibili-
ties during the 8:30am and 11:15am services. 
 

The BLAST Christmas program was held December 21 during the 11:15am service. Thank you to Beth 
Lasky, Laura Tirone, the Sunday BLAST teachers and all the children for another successful program.  
Youth grades 6 and up continued to gather on Sunday mornings in the Youth Room.  
 

Adult Education classes continued to meet Sunday in between the morning services. 
 

A special thank you to all the Christian Education teachers and administrators including Pastor Galen, 
Dawn Smith, Colleen Kilanowski, Jamie Bluhm, Heather Horth, Deann Lorenz, Dana Besch, Kaylin Pauly, 
Tony Martino, Nick Krupa, Laura Tirone, and Beth Lasky for your time and dedication provided for 
Christian Education at St. John’s.  
 

Thank you to all the parents and grandparents for your continual support! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kim Lorenz-Martino 
Board of Christian Education Chair 
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Trustees Report 2025 
 
A Church History Room was created in the basement.  New drywall, lighting, window, door, 

shelves and furniture were all included as part of this project. 
A sewer backflow preventer valve was installed by local company Pipe Works (cost $5,000), on the 

main sewer line between the Church and Litchfield Ave.  Past heavy rain events have caused 
sewer backup into the basement and the backflow preventer valve is to prevent this from hap-
pening again.   The lawn surface where the excavation work was done has been restored flat 
and reseeded.  Underground work was documented for future reference. 

The flat, EPDM membrane roof above the Bell Tower was replaced by Murray Roofing (cost 
$9,500).  The project included a new steel roof access port with gasketed joint and latch. 

One thermostat in the Infant / Family worship room had to be replaced.  Heating and cooling 
equipment maintenance checks were done by Danforth, fall and spring. 

The fire alarm system check was done by Great Lakes Building Systems.  All alarms checked out 
fine. 

The elevator serving the main entrance to worship / office to basement operation tripped off once, 
on 9/21.  An in-house check located the cause of the trip.  A “cable slack switch” was reset and 
no instances since.  Visual inspection of all operating components done at this same time. 

The heating cable on the flat roof above the southeastern entrance from the employee parking lot 
has been replaced.  Now functioning fine this winter. 

Fire Safety Systems has been contracted to install (10) security cameras and recording computer at 
a cost of $5,320.  Wiring from cameras to monitoring computer will be done by Larry to help 
lower cost. 

The Trustees recognize and appreciate the excellent care of Church premises throughout the year 
by Mr. Tom Bluhm, Sexton.  His efforts and care are evident to all. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Larry Rindfuss – Head Trustee 
Joe Momot 
Norm Hirschey 
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?                                                  DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

The following members of St. John’s stand ready to help you in whatever way possible: 
 
President of the Congregation: 
 

     Jamie Bluhm ................................................................................................................................................................................  479-2633 
 

Board of Elders: 
 

Rod Lorenz Chair ...................................................................................................................................................................  683-6771 
Betty Cavaleri .........................................................................................................................................................................  685-4056 
Karen lorenz .................................................................................................................................................................................  391-1171 
John Gauthier .............................................................................................................................................................................  310-8119 
Jim Kless ........................................................................................................................................................................................  644-4440 
Amy Krupa .....................................................................................................................................................................................  681-6068 
Barb Perry ....................................................................................................................................................................................  983-7064 
Bob Plewik ....................................................................................................................................................................................  430-0325 
Steve Plewik .................................................................................................................................................................................  430-6211 
Ken Schabert .............................................................................................................................................................................  937-9994 
 

Board of Trustees: 
 

Larry Rindfuss .........................................................................................................................................................................  632-0830 
Joe Momot ....................................................................................................................................................................................  998-5462 
Norm Hirschey .........................................................................................................................................................................  588-2003 

 

Financial Director:  Mike Brown………………………….. ............................................................................................  901-6219  
 

Stewardship:  Ed Lorenz ........................................................................................................................................................  683-0444 
 

Secretary of the Council:  Susan Vriesen ...................................................................................................... 685-4135 
 

Shepherd’s Staff:  Rae Carier  ...................................................................................................................................   949-5323 
 

Board of Education:  Kim Lorenz .................................................................................................................................  863-1787 
 

Family Ministry Chair:  Jen Anthony ......................................................................................................................  812-3744 
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Church Office 
 

Pastor Purpura .............................................................................................................................................................................................  683-3947 
Pastor Purpura E-Mail .................................................................................................................................... pastor@sjlcdepew.com 
Melissa Dietz-Schall, Administrative Assistant .......................................................................................................  683-3947 
Church Office E-Mail ................................................................................................................................ secretary@sjlcdepew.com 
Website: .................................................................................................................................................................................... www.sjlcdepew.com 
Emergency Calls:  Pastor Purpura, Cell ........................................................................................................................... 474-6418 

Pastoral Assistant, Rev. Howard Warner ............................................................................  668-5194 
Contemporary Worship Leader, Dylan Lumb .................................................................................   
Organist, Camden Church ......................................................................................................................  228-4034 
Custodian, Tom Bluhm .................................................................................................................................  837-1251 
Sunday School Superintendent, Chandra Jagielo ....................................................  308-9738 
 

Sunday School Staff: 
 

Pre-Kindergarten, Dawn Smith .......................................................................................................  796-8826 
Kindergarten, Colleen Kilanwoski ..............................................................................................  684-4008 
Grades 1 & 2, Jamie Bluhm.....................................................................................................................  479-2633 
Grades 3 & 4, Kim Lorenz ........................................................................................................................  684-6256 
Grade 5, Deann Lorenz .............................................................................................................................  683-0444 
Grade 6, Dana Besch ...................................................................................................................................  523-3262 
Grades 7 & 8, Tony Martino ..................................................................................................................  473-4331 
Adult, Pastor Galen.......................................................................................................................................  474-6418 
 

Choir Director:  Camden Church ......................................................................................................................................  228-4034  
 

Sunday School Music Director:  Beth Lasky ...................................................................................................  681-6314 
 

Altar Guild:  Betty Cavaleri .....................................................................................................................................................  685-4056 
 

Usher Chair:  Tom Bluhm ...............................................................................................................................................................  837-1251 
 

Prayer Chain Leader:   ..............................................................................................................................................................................   
 

Radio Announcers:   Jim Kless, Karen lorenz, Suzanne Sabadasz, Johnny sabadasz, Dar-
lene Schwenk, John Gauthier 



23 

 

The Mission of St. John’s 
The Mission of St. John’s is grounded in the  presence of Christ in God’s Word 

and in the  Sacraments. We are called by the Holy Spirit to  spread the Kingdom 
of God through ministering  to all our members and sharing the love of Christ  by 
preaching the true Word of God,  providing  ongoing Biblical education for spiritu-

al growth, and reaching others with God’s love in all we say  and do. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Vision of St. John’s 

We have a vision of St. John’s where… 
We seek innovative ways to carry out our mission while remaining grounded in 

our core values 
All people feel welcomed, valued and loved 

Parents will become equipped as faith mentors to their children with the support 
and encouragement of the whole community 

Faith is strengthened and people are spiritually uplifted 
We joyfully share the Gospel everyday with people outside the church who don’t 

know Jesus as their Savior. 
We strive to model Christ in responding to every situation and circumstance of 

physical, emotional or spiritual need.   


